Castle Hill Chapel  First World
War Dead

A Shropshire Yeoman in 1914

Men ofCheshire Regiment (believed to be in Neston Town Hall 1914).



Castle Hill  First World War Dead

Clive Richards Barber (Military Medal)
Birth Place: Shifnal (Wombridge ) - 1897
Date of Death: 20™ November 1918 8 Fran ce/Flanders 0 after Armistice Day
Type of Casualty: Died of Influenza
Enlistment Location: Whitchurch
Rank: Sergeant

Regiment: Royal Garrison Artillery o}
255t Siege Battalion

VLAY D LBl - E045207

Service Number : 106199 hdPHE 1 26A0GT SNI I @

Clive was the son of railway signalman Thomas Barber (1869 -1934) and his
wife Win ifred (née Jones 1873-1957) of Dairy Cottage, Park Avenue,
Whitchurch. Cl i veds ol der sister was Wi nif+yred Mal
old grocerds apprentice on t heApd.alistwof t he 1

younger sisters were Hilda May and Ruth Annie (10 and 4 respectively) 0 see
Census.
Resting Place: Plot: S. lll. 1l. 14.  St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen

Siege Batteries of the RGA were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending
large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual
armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had

huge railway - or road -mounted 12 inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics
developed, the Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or
neutralising enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on
strongpoints, dumps, store s, roads and railways behind enemy lines. The
255t Siege Batt alion first saw overseas service on 18 t January 191 7.
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Clive Richards Barber: 1911 Census Record

St. Sever Cemetery Extension



Castle Hill  First World War Dead

Alfred Evason

Birth Place: Liverpool - 1888

Date of Death: 30t September 1918 & France/Flanders

Type of Casualty: Died 0 probably of disease rather than wounds 0 possibly
part of the influenza epidemic

Enlistment Location: Whitchurch

Rank: Acting Sergeant

Regiment: Machine Gun Corps 0 66" Battalion

Service Number : 128596 - Formerly 204022, Shrops hire Light Infantry

Al t hough he started his working Afredivesaas a ¢
butcher, who lived at 19 Bark Hill, Whitchurch. His wife was Fanny ( née

Stoker 1887 -1967 ), and they married in 1910 in Wellington, Shropshire. At

the time of the 1911 Census, Alfred and Fann

sister Dorothy (a 12 year -old schoolgirl ), and butcher (working for Alfred)
Philip Henry Scott, aged 18. (See Census.) Al fredds parents were

and Jane. His father was a O6cutter downdo a
that run by Robert Smith 0 whose father William is commemorated on the

stained glass windows in the Eas$frddassepde
brotherwas George, who was a o6hel per at the rol

Place of Rest: 1B.146 Le Cateau Military Cemetery , Nord -Pas-de-Calais,
France.

The Machine Gun Co rps was formed in October 1915 as the value of the
Vickers Machine Gun in battle became appreciated. The 66" MGC joined
22nd Division on the 14th of July 1916 in Salonika. They were in action at

in the Battles of Horseshoe Hill and Machukovo. In 1917 they fought in the
Battle of Doiran , and in mid 1918 a number of units , including Alfred
E v a n s otraidsteryed to France. Some 170,500 officers and men served in
the MGC , with 62,049 becoming casualties, including 12,498 being killed.
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Castle Hill  First World War Dead

James Henry  Hockenhull

Birth Place: Tilstock - 1889

Date of Death: 16" March 1916 9 France/Flanders

Type of Casualty: Killed in action

Enlistment Location: Whitchurch

Rank: Rifleman

Regiment: Ki ngds Royal o0ihBdttaionC o 1Sgrvdce Number : C/454
Jamesds par aegricufuralwaboueer James (1856-1923) and Mary
(née Cartwright 1864 -99) of Cattralls Lane. On 2 nd April 1911, James, aged
21, was employed as a groom and general servant by Miss Ada Mary Moss,
who was 49 and |iving on Oprivate meansad.

Villa, Tilstock Road, Whitchurch were cook Sarah Ann Moore and
housemaid May Scott.  James had 3 older sister s, Mary Annie, Martha, and

Beatrice, an older brother John, a younger brother, Herbert, and three

younger sisters, Ada, Mary Emma, and Lucy. James was a first cousin once

removed of Lucy Hockenhull (1918 - ) wh o i s a member of
(Jamesds father was the brother of Lucyds
b.1848.)

Resting Place: Plot: I. A. 3. Beuvry Communal Cemetery Extension , Nord -

Pas-de-Calais, France .

The 16th (Service) Battalion (Church Lads Brigade) was formed at Denham,

Bucks, on 19 th September 1914 by Field -Marshal Lord Grenfell,
Commandant of the Church Lads Brigade, from current and previous

members of that organisation. In June 1915 the unit moved to Clipstone

Camp (near Market Harborough)  and came under orders of 100th Brigade in

33rd Division , then moved to Perham Down (Salisbury Plain) in August 1915

and | anded at Le Havre on 17th November 1915. James may have fought
alongside Wi I I i am Er nest Burr ows ,adthepwere batlo hn 6 s
inthel6 " Ki ngds Royal Rifle Corps.at the ti me
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Castle Hill  First World War Dead

Ralph Drake Newbrook

Birth Place: Whitchurch - 1889

Date of Death: 9% April 1917 & France/Flanders

Type of Casualty: Killed in action

Enlistment Location: Ontario, Canada

Rank: Private

Regiment: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment)
Service Number : Not Known

Ral phds parents welr%3 7))o,s eap hc o(all8 6nfer chant ds ¢
Gabriella Wheaton ( née Harcourt 1867 -1906), who were living at 9

Havannah Buildings, Whitchurch on 31 st March 1901, and at that time had

children Ralph, 12, Stanley, 9, Dorothy, 7 and Florence, 4. Joseph and

Edith married in 1885 in Hackney, London. Joseph was born in

Whitchu rch, Edith was a Londoner, and they made their life together back

in Whitchurch, and had Minnie and Grace before Ralph. Ralph emigrated to

Canada and was married there  sometime after 1911 (he was recorded as a

footman working for the Godsal family at Isco yd Park in 1911) - see below.

Ralph was the nephew of Richard James Newbrook (1874 -1942) a music

teacher and the organist/choirmaster of Castle Hill Chapel commemorated

on the south wall of the nave of St. Johnos.

Resting Place: Plot 1.A 42. Canadian Cemetery No. 2 . Canadian Cemetery
No. 2 is a Commonwealth War Graves Commission burial ground for the

dead of World War | situated on the grounds of the Canadian National Vimy

Memorial Park near the French town of Neuville -Saint -Vaast .

The cemetery was originally named CD 5 and established as a battlefield
cemetery of the Canadian 4th Division for Canadian troops killed in the
Battle of Vimy Ridge . The cemetery now contains the graves of 2,965
Commonwealth  soldiers, a large portion of which are unidentified. The
cemetery covers an area of 10,869 square metres and is enclosed by | ow
walls of coursed stone.
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Ralph Drake Newbrook: 1911 Census Return

Canadian Cemetery No.2 at Neuville  -St.-Vaast



